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(Abstract)

Current trends and prospects of studies on the history of Japanese language

This study explores current trends and prospects on the history of Japanese language by analyzing articles published from January
2019 to December 2020 in the related areas. The results are as follows.

Firstly, it was found that the number of researches on the script, orthography, and vocabulary tended to gradually decrease, whereas
the number of researches on phonology gradually increased. In particular, in the case of phonological research, researches on the
pronunciation of Chinese characters had been continuously popular, and the research data had focused mainly on medieval and
modern times.

Secondly, in the area of vocabulary research, researches using modern corpus had actively been carried out, and the kanji research
using ‘databaselization’ was also under way. The study of vocabulary focused on the transition period from the early-modern era to
the modern era.

Thirdly, the study of grammar focused on the medieval era, which was a period of the language change, and many studies were
conducted using “Syoumono” as materials.

Fourthly, studies on materials such as Korean language study books and "Syoukaisingo" published in Japan during the enlightenment
period were also continuously being conducted.

It is hoped that in the future, researchers will not only deepen the quality of their individual researches, but also undertake quality
collaborative researches in cooperation with other researchers.

Field: Japanese History
Key words: Grammar, Pronunciation of Chinese characters, Vocabulary, Phoneme
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