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Current trends and prospects of studies
on Japanese language in Korea

Hong, Min-Pyo
(Chief editor, Keimyung University)

Professor Chang Won-Jae has investigated the trends of research articles published in nation-wide
journals (not including articles published in university research institutes) once every two years since
2001, and, by dividing the total number of articles by the number of journals, has provided the
average number of articles per journal. According to him, the number had been continuously
increasing until 2009, but has begun to decrease in the past two years. In explanation, he points out
the following movements in recent years: The number of articles published had been a key factor in
the evaluation of performance and achievements of academics at university up until 2000, but in
recent vears, evaluation based on the amount of articles has eased off; research journals are also
being restricted; and young researchers have been decreasing due to the low employment rate for
Japan-related researchers in universities while the first-generation researchers who obtained their
degrees from universities in Japan are retiring.

The six articles in the present volume analysed current trends of researches on Japanese language
on the basis of articles published in eighteen Journals that are indexed in the Korean Citation Index
(or candidates for index), operated by the National Research Foundation of Korea over the past two
years (January 1, 2015 - December
31, 2016). The total number of

anmer S articles s 812
Japanese education | 209 As shown in the graph, grammar
lexicon/sem antics | 8.5 has the largest number of articles
pragm atics/sociolinguistics 18 VVlth 256 (315%>’ fOHOWGd by

ohanics/pronolesy [T o Japanese education with 170 articles

a (20.9%), lexicon and semantics with
history of Japanese language 4.9

151 articles (18.6%), pragmatics and

Ratios of articles in research area of Japanese language in Karea sociolinguistics  with 122  articles
(recent 2vears, %)

(15.0%), phonetics and phonology
with 73 articles (9.0%), and history of Japanese language with 40 articles (4.9%). In other words, it
appears that the total number of articles in the top three areas, i.e. grammar, Japanese education and
lexicon, make up 71.0% of all articles. This suggests that grammar, Japanese education and lexicon
are, as yet, playing an important role in research and education of Japanese language in Korea.
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